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Determination of Solid Waste  -

New Section



Solid Waste under the old rule

uRelied primarily on two definitions:

"Solid waste" or "wastes" means all putrescible and 

nonputrescible solid and semisolid wastes including, but 

not limited to, garbage, rubbish, ashes, industrial wastes, 

swill, sewage sludge, demolition and construction 

wastes, abandoned vehicles or parts thereof, and 

recyclable materials .

"Recycling " means transforming or remanufacturing 

waste materials into usable or marketable materials for 

use other than landfill disposal or incineration. Recycling 

does not include collection, compacting , repackaging 

and sorting for the purpose of transport .



The Determination of Solid Waste

- a new tool -

u Creates a framework for 

consistent decision -making 

u Clarifies when a material 

qualifies as solid waste 

u Can be used by generators, 

facility operators and health 

departments



How do you use the new tool?

The DSW tool is meant to be used in the framework 

of the rule as a whole, not in isolation.



Does the material fall out of the rule under applicability? 

Is the material one of the three listed in -021 (1)a -c?

Did the material ever become a waste under subsection (2)?

If it was a waste, is it no longer a waste under subsection (3)?

*Any materials that are recycled or salvaged can become a solid 

waste again if discarded or otherwise handed in a way that fails the 

criteria in (2) or (3).*

Use the whole rule



A material is a waste ifé

(a) Discarded , abandoned, or disposed of;

(b) Permanently placed in or on land for disposal;

(c) C ollected through residential or commercial waste or recycling 

collection ;

(d) Received at a solid waste handling facility for recycling, 

incineration, disposal, or beneficial use;

(e) The generator paid for removal or processing for recycling, 

incineration, disposal, or beneficial use a; or

(f) The material has been stockpiled for recycling, but no market is 

available and stockpiles create environmental impact.



A material is no longer a solid waste ifé

(a) N o longer discarded or abandoned;

(b) Separated from solid wastes;

(c) Recycled , or ready (salvaged) for reuse;

(d) H as positive market value:

(e ) Stored and managed to preserve its value, and so it presents little 

or no risk to human health and the environment; and

(f) Does not contain harmful substances that will pose a threat for its 

intended or likely use.



Anticipated impacts

u Application of what is regulated as solid 

waste will be more consistent

u Many material recovery facilities will 

produce one or more commodities

u Most material recovery facilities will still 

take in solid waste, and will still produce 

some not -yet -recycled wastes

u Some previously regulated facilities will no 

longer be handling solid waste

u We will have an additional tool to identify 

sham recycling and discourage 

speculative 



Recycling & 

Material Recovery Facilities



Under the old rule

Recycling

uUnder its own section

uPermits could be 

required, but no 

standards for 

permitted facilities

Material recovery

uCombined with transfer 

stations and drop boxes

uAssumed most facilities would 

be taking a three -bin or 

similar system, not single 

stream



What changed under the new rule?

u Combined and aligned both 

standards under one section 

ðWAC 173-350-210

u Reduced the residual 

contamination limit for 

exempt facilities to 5% 

overall 

u Changed exemption criteria 

to require most commingled 

facilities to have a permit



Why the change?

uConfusion over which 

standard applied 

uSometimes both standards 

applied

uMore material recovery 

facilities will also be recycling 

now



Anticipated impacts

u Regulated facilities will be clearer about what standards to use 

u Most facilities that were exempt before will remain exempt

u Some currently exempt facilities will fall out of regulatory 

oversight 

u Some facilities handling comingled will either have to change 

their operation or get a permit, but most are already permitted

u Some facilities that meet exemption criteria under 210 may also 

be storing outdoors in piles and would trigger permitting under 

those standards



Piles for 

Storage and Treatment



Solid Waste In

Outdoor Piles

Applicability:

Permanent (on -going) piles sites  require 

permitting.


